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Preface
Over the past decades, people have begun to talk about the impact of
globalization on economic, social, political and cultural fronts. As the
processes of globalization are complicated, the developments in eco-
nomics, politics and culture are not immune from such restructuring
processes. The growing impact of globalization has unquestionably
drawn a number of people to believe that there are many aspects of
globalization that are beyond the control of nation states. It is also
argued that the rising global capitalism has inevitably forced individual
states to change both their roles and their constitutions in order to
adapt creatively to the demands and pressures generated from chang-
ing external environments. In addition, globalization and the evolution
of a knowledge-based economy have created additional pressures for
nation states to improve/maintain their competitiveness in the global
economy environment. In order to enhance their national capacity,
education reforms have become common agendas among nation states
of advanced industrialized countries since the 1980s and have extended
to the Asia Paciﬁc in the 1990s.
In order to maintain the national competitiveness in the global 
marketplace, governments across the world have started to review their
education systems and different reform initiatives are introduced in edu-
cation to enhance the global capacity of their citizens to better adapt
to the ever-changing socio-economic and socio-political environments.
In the context of globalization, we can easily see a paradigm shift in
public policy and public management toward a ﬁnancially driven and
free-market ideology, whereby education policy change and governance
mode have been signiﬁcantly shaped by market principles and practices.
Not surprisingly, discourse of economicism, ideological stance as per-
formativity and notion of neo-liberalism have become increasingly
popular in governing educational developments across different parts
of the globe.
This book is set out in a wider context of globalization in order to
examine and reﬂect critically upon the origin, evolution and develop-
ment of how processes of globalization have affected educational devel-
opments and educational policies in the Asia Paciﬁc region. More
speciﬁcally, the major focus of this book is to examine how the selected
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societies in the region have reacted, and what strategies these govern-
ments have adopted, in response to the tidal wave of marketization, 
corporatization, commercialization and privatization in education. 
This book also discusses how processes of globalization have resulted 
in structural adjustments and how education policies are inﬂuenced,
and in what way academics and teaching professionals have been
affected.
There are eleven chapters in this volume. Chapter 1 is the introduc-
tion setting out the major theoretical and conceptual issues that this
volume will tackle. In Chapters 2 to 10, we have selected nine societies
in the Asia Paciﬁc region which includes Singapore, South Korea,
Taiwan, Hong Kong, China, the Philippines, Cambodia, Australia and
New Zealand as our case studies. The contributors of this volume have
attempted to outline the most current and recent educational changes
and transformations in their societies, discussing in particular the
impact of structural adjustment that have resulted from globalization
processes on educational developments. The ﬁnal chapter of this book
is the conclusion drawn by the two editors. Welch and Mok have chosen
the theme ‘Deep development or deep division?’ and examine whether
processes of globalization have really promoted genuine improvement
and development in education; but they conclude that such processes
have intensiﬁed education disparities between the poor and the rich.
The world seems to have been divided into the ‘haves’ and ‘have nots’.
Even with the advancement of technology and communication, the gap
between the rich and the poor has not come closer but has in fact
widened.
Similarly, sociologists of development have contrasted ‘development’
and ‘distorted development’ by arguing that rapid economic growth
may not bring real social progress, let alone realize the goal of achiev-
ing social welfare for all. Instead, as an increasing number of people
have begun to realize, the growing impact of globalization has in some
cases resulted in regional disparity, highly skewed income distribution,
poverty, deprivation, low health status, insufﬁcient housing, un-
employment, oppression of women, intensiﬁed disparities in education
opportunities, and a variety of social problems. It is in such wider socio-
economic and socio-political contexts that this volume sets out to
examine issues related to how globalization and structural adjustment
has changed the way education is managed and governed. We hope that
this volume will offer our readers a better understanding of the most
current educational developments in the Asia Paciﬁc region as well as
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providing comparative perspectives and international insights. Finally,
this book is an attempt to reﬂect upon the social, cultural and political
implications of educational restructuring in the Asia Paciﬁc region in
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